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1836 - - Church History - - 1936

Previous to one hundred years ago a
number of residents in and near Simcoe
who were members of the 1st Regular
Baptist Church of Charlotteville (Vit-
toria) and of the 2nd Regular Baptist
Church of Townsend (Bloomsburg)
had counselled together re the organi-
zation of a Baptist Church in the grow-
ing village of Simeoe, and it was de-
cided to call a meeting for the purpose
of considering such organization.

Church history, like other history, is
gimply a link between the past and the
present. The following is a copy of the
minutes as recorded in the first Minute
Book of the Church:

Book of Records for the Regular
Baptist Church in Simcoe, Talbot Dis-
trict, C.W.

By uest of the Second Regular
Baptist Church of Christ in Townsend
we whose names are hereafter written,
being delegated by our respective
churches, met at Simeoe on Saturday,
July 9th, 1836, Meeting was opened by
Elder Wm. HReese by singing and
prayer.

The letters from the different
churches were then read and a list of
the delegated brethren taken, wiz.:

Brantford 1st Church—FElder Wm.
Reese, Deacon Donald, Mr. MeDermid
and Benjamin Hazelton.

First Townsend Church (Boston)—
Elder John Harris, Deacon Richard
McMichael, Deacon Wm. Cunningham,
Uriah Curtis, Moses Barber, Ziba Wm.
Canfield, Ezra Parney, Levett Beal,
Joseph Johnson, and Wm. Walker.

First Charlotteville Church (Vittoria)
—Deacon Oliver Mabee, Deacon John
Chadwick, Samuel Smith, John Shearer,
and David Shearer.

Walsingham Church (Port Rowan)—
J. Troyer.

drd Townsend Church (Hartford)—
Henry Cunningham, Deacon Abraham
Vanloon.

Burford Church ({Scotland)—Elder
Francis Pickle, Deacon Howard, Samuel
Munger and Wm. Bartholomew.

W

{ Forestville ) —
John

2nd Charlotieville
Deacon Benjamin Palmerton,
Deece,

Middleton Church (Delhi)—Deacon
McClellan.

2nd Townsend Church (Bloomsburg)
—Elder G. J. Ryerse.

Bro. Elliott from the United States
was invited to a seat with us, after
which Elder Wm. Reese was chosen
Moderator and Elder George J. REyerse,
Clerk, which council was received by
the church who agpuinted Elder RByerse
to speak in their behalf.

The following list of members from
the 2nd Townsend Church, and the 1st
Charlotteville Church were then pre-
sented by Deacon Alenzo Hatch, who
was appointed to speak in their behalf,
to be organized into a church to be
called the Regular Baptist Church of
Christ of Simcoe, Viz.—

5 From 2nd Townsend Church—John
Stage, Permelia Stage, Elizabeth Stage,
Loving Post and Wm. Smith.

7 From 1st Charlotteville Church—
Solomon Austin, Walter Downs, Deacon
Alonzo Hatch, Damaris Hatch, Amanda
Downs, Ephraim Wheeler and Lucratia
Wheeler,

The Council then asked the above-
named churches if their members were
in union and if they were willing they
should be organized as requested,
which was answered in the affirmative.
Deacon Hatch then presented the
Articles of Faith of the Western Asszo-
ciation which they adopted.

The Council then withdrew by them-
selves and after mutual consultation
agreed that the request of the brethren
was proper and should be granted, and
that they be organized on the morrow,
and that Elder Wm. preach the
organization sermon, Elder Francis
Pickle to give the charge, Elder George
J. Ryerse to give the hand of fellow-
ship and make the concluding praver.

First Ordination
The Council returned and proceeded

to the examination of Bro. Wm. Smith
a5 to his fitness for the work of the
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Ministry. He was first presented by
the church as a candidate for ordina-
tion with their reasons for so doing.
Bro. Smith then related his Christian
experience, his call to the ministry,
doetrinal views on church government
and Communion.

The Council then withdrew and after
mutual consultation returned and de-
clared to the church that they were
unanimously agreed that Bro. Wm.
Smith is a proper candidate for ordina-
tion and that he be set apart to the
work of the Ministry on the morrow.
Elder John Harris to preach the ordi-
nation sermon, Elder Wm. Reese to give
the charge, Elder Francis Pickle to
make the consecrating prayer and unite
with the Elders present in laying on
of Hands, Elder John Harris to give the
hand of fellowship, and the candidate
to give out the concluding hymn and
pronounce the benediction.

Sunday Morning—Met according to
vesterday's appointment, which was
fulfilled and concluded accordingly.
We trust to general edification and the
glory of God.

George J. Ryerse, Clerk.

The first business meeting of the
church was held at the School House,
Simeoe, Aug. 13, 1836, at which Alonzo
Hatch was appointed Church Clerk, and
John Stage was appointed Deacon.

Evidently the regular church services
were held in the School House and at
the homes of members,

The second recorded business meet-
inig was held at Alonzo Hatch’s home,
on Feb. 11, 1837, when Mr. Hatch was
a puinted 2nd Deacon. The member-
sﬁ: had increased to nineteen at the
end of the year.

In November 1837 a business meet-
ing was held, at which they decided
to build a place of worship.

A committee was appointed to solicit
subscriptions and collect moneys to
finance their plan.

The following names appear as the
first appointed trustees: Elder Wm.
Smith, Solomon Austin and Nelson
Vail.

Resolved: That the name of our
House of Worship be called “Beth-
saida."

We find no further minutes until
June 12, 1841, when the membership
had reached 50.

This first church was built u the
present site, northwest corner of Young
and Talbot Streets. The building was

frame, about 40x60 feet in size. This
chapel must have been used in an un-
finished condition, as the minutes of
above date referred to the appointment
of a committee to have the building
finished. Shortly the building was
moved to a lot on the east side of Col-
borne Street, north of Mr. Abbey's
present store. The reason for moving
the church was because of lack of
drainage in the village, the water at
times raising two feet high about the
building. In order to finance this
moving and purchase of another lot, the
Pastor, Rev. Wm. Smith, went to New
York State and secured funds for same.
It remained there until it burned in the
month of July, 1867.

In January 1839, Rev. Wm. Smith re-
signed and Wm. Reese was called as
pastor in February. Wm. Eirth was
called as pastor in 1845 and ordained
on March 5th of the same year. Dur-
ing this pastorate a division in mem-
bership ppened and 27 members
withdrew, later forming a Second
Church, which was in existence until
January 1863, when under the ministry
of Rev. J. E. Ryerson the two churches
were brought together and united in
one stronger body, worshipping for
some time in the Second Church build-
ing, which is the brick building at pre-
sent standing just south of Turvey's
store, it being sold to the New Connec-
tion Methodists in 1868, A building
known as the Old Mud Church was
used for worship, it stood where Mr. P.
0. Austin’s Marble Works are, south-
west corner of Colborne and Young
Streets.

In January 1864 J. E. Vining became
pastor and was. ordained in March of
the same year.

The church records show that Rewv.
Aaron Slaght had supplied at intervals,
and given eounsel many times which
was very much appreciated by the
chureh.

Rev. A. Scott became pastor in 1867.

\ A new brick church was built on this

present site during his ministry, and
opened on Sept. Bth, 1880. Rev. A.
Scott was the writer of the Chureh His-
tory which was placed in the corner-
stone of the new church by the Rew.
Aaron Slaght, pastor of the Waterford
church, assisted by Rev. T. L. David-
son of Avimer.

At this time the following brethren
were acting Deacons: Lyman Wells,
Hiram Schuyler, John Winch and
Henry Foster.

The following members have served
as Deacons since its organization: John
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Stage, Alonzo Hatch, Wm. E. Burr,
Lyman Wells, Cyrus Little, John
Winch, Thos. B. Sweet, Wm. Bartholo-
mew, Hiram Schuyler, Nelson WVail,
Wm. Schuyler, John Beemer, Isaac
Church and John T. Smith, as recorded
in Sept. 1868,

The church was completed early in
1871. Several additions by baptism dur-
ing the next few years.

During the next decade there were
gseveral changes in pastors. The church
entertained the Association on June 6,
7, 8,9 and 10, 1877. Rev. T. L. David-
gon of Aylmer preached the associa-
tional sermon on the Sabbath.

MR. NEWTON CHALLEN

Mr. N. Challen was aﬁpgointed Church
Clerk in January, 1880, serving for
three years. He has been in some ac-
tive service, either as Deacon, Trustee,
5.8, Superintendent, Financial Secre-
tary, Choir Member, Advisory Boeard,
and for the last number of years as
Honorary Deacon. He was baptized
June 6, 1869,

We notice that a baptistry was put
into the church and used for the first
time on March 3rd, 1872, when Chas.
Wilder was baptized, he being the
grandfather of Mr. Cecil Gifford, our
present S.5. secretary. During the
spring of 1884 a series of evangelistic
services was held and a large number
were baptized and added to the church,
your historian being one of the num-

ber, Rev. J. B. Moore assisting the Pas-
tor, Rev. P. C. Parker.

In 1881 all indebtedness against the
church property was fully paid and the
mortgage burned.

For the next twenty-five years
nothing of real historic importance
happened in the church. Like all simi-
lar bodies it had its ups and downs, its
geasons of spiritual refreshing and nor-
mal periods. Our young people became
very active and have remained so ever
ginpe. This is referred to in another
section.

Then on the 18th of April, 1913, the
church and community suffered its
second severe loss from the burning of
the church.

Mr. Fred Pursel kindly offered the
use of his theatre for Sunday worship,
which was accepted graciously for some
time. Then a hall of Mr. R. W. Wal-
lace became available and we could be
more at home there, not having to re-
move books and equipment each week.
Tt was while we were worshipping
here that Rev. H. C. Newcombe be-
came our pastor. No doubt his pastor-
ate of thirteen years will remain as
the most memorable of any in the His-
tory of the Church. As leader he as-
sisted in lifting the church from a bed
of ashes, first into one of the most effi-
cient Sunday School Halls in Western
Ontario, in which we worshipped until
May of 1922, when the auditorium was
completed and dedicated to the Mas-
ter's service.

The plant known as the First Regu-
lar Baptist Church of Simcoe is a credit
to the members of the church, who
have worked faithfully and unitedly in
reducing the debt from a cost of $980,000
to the last $0,000. The membership are
truly thankful to those of the commun-
ity and other sister denominations who
have contributed of their moneys and
kind fellowship in making our church
efforts possible. Our Parsonage was
given to the Church about 1895 by the
late Deacon Robert Young.

Our church property, like many
other church properties, is a wonderful
asset to the community where they are
located, not only materially but spirit-
ually and socially.

As times have changed and need pre-
sented new duties, our church has met
the situation by creating new organiza-
tions within its membership to assist
in the betterment of local conditions
and keep interested in all missionary
interests of our denomination, as well






