
As a Christian church, we exist to honour God by 

helping local people worship God, grow spiritually, 

serve others, and reach their communities and the 

world with the message and love of Jesus Christ. 
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Who’s Coming to Dinner ?   January 28th 

Sign up soon to get in on the fun !    

We are reintroducing a program called 

“Who’s Coming to Dinner ? “  

You can sign up to be a host family or a guest 

family (groups of singles can go together 

too…) .  

If you  offer to be a host, we will ask for your address and direc-

tions, the maximum number of people you would like to host, 

and whether young children are welcome.  

If you sign up to be a guest, you need to give us the number of 

adults and children attending, and any food restrictions.  

We will put together the matches… give you the basic informa-

tion in advance, and then at 5:30 pm on January 28th… some-

one will knock on the door for supper !   It may be someone 

you already know, or new faces. There will be lots to talk about 

as you eat together. What better way to get to know others in 

our church family than by sharing a meal together ? 

Whether you enjoy hosting or you enjoy an evening out… this 

could be your next adventure !  

Sign up by January 22nd. Contact Janet Dickson for more info.  

Sign up by calling or emailing Janet Dickson at 

jjfam@kwic.com or 519 426 9378 
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 And so it begins; another year.  2017.  By the time the January newsletter is 

published, the Christmas season has come and gone.  The decorations have been 

stored for another year, and the merriment attached to the season is no more.  It is 

on this note that I ask the question. Have you noticed how stark the seasonal 

change is from December to January? We relish in the experience of December, 

but we grumble and endure January.  The snow that looked so lovely with lights 

twinkling on it, is a nuisance that just keeps coming at the most inopportune times.  

Kids that race to the Christmas tree in the wee hours before dawn, have to be 

dragged reluctantly from their beds before the sun is even up to prepare for their 

trip to school.  Many of us find ourselves going to work in the dark, and coming 

home in the dark, and wondering if the sun still exists.  I assure you it still is out 

there, and soon as the day length increases enough you will catch a glimpse. 

 I was wondering why, our new year comes in January.  At the darkest, coldest days of the year, we 

begin our new calendar year.  I know there is the promise of good days, weather wise, to come.  We have 

poor memories of complaining how hot it was in July. The analogy though, that comes to mind, is that each 

year is like a full course meal set before us.  We know there is dessert to come, but we first have to eat our 

vegetables, which in our analogy is our January experience.  No wonder some animals hibernate.   

 Science has proven that weather/daylight etc. all influence our moods, and this in turn surely means 

that it affects our souls.  January and February become our winter of discontent.  Many people suffer from 

varying levels of seasonal effectiveness disorder.  It can be a crushing experience, actually incapacitating 

some folks.   Maybe there is a spiritual version of seasonal effectiveness disorder.  A time when spiritual 

growth stagnates, and we feel at loose ends.   

 The critical point we all need to remember is that although 

we can be effected by the season and the weather, God is “The 

same yesterday, today and tomorrow”.  There is no ñshadow of 

turningò in God.  The winter season is a good season to delve 

deeper into our experience of God.  To reflect on how, the unwav-

ering nature of God speaks powerfully into our changeable moods and situations.  As the wind blows, and the 

snow falls, and venturing out is a challenge: maybe this is our call not to withdraw into ourselves, but rather 

reach out to God.   

 On a related note, itôs a good time of year to remember that if we are feeling blue due to the season, 

there are many others who are as well, and this is the best season for reconnecting with neighbours and 

friends, without all the extra considerations of the Christmas season.  A coffee and a bit of conversation, can 

really dispel the gloom for anyone.  An act of generosity can carry considerable weight, when offered outside 

of December when it is always expected.  The promise of ñgoodwill to all peopleò that is sung and celebrated 

at Christmas, isnôt supposed to end on January 2nd.  It is to be a permanent condition of our walk with Christ. 

 Just something to consider the next time we grumble about more snow to shovel, or how cold it is just 

walking to get into our cars. 

Rev. Darrell Maguire 

 from Darrellõs Desk... 

Rev. Darrell Maguire became our full time pastor in November 2016. Darrell is originally from Brant-
ford and has served at churches in Quebec, Tyrell and most recently at Donway Baptist in  Toronto. 
Darrell enjoys fishing , socializing, and spending time with his family. Read more about Darrell on 
page 5. 



Steve’s Trivia Game 

submitted by Steve Brightman 

1.       Mark or Luke? 

2.       Philemon or Timothy? 

3.       Samuel or Ruth 

4.       Daniel or Isaiah? 

5.       Ezra or Ezekiel? 

6.       Nahum or Nehemiah? 

7.       Galatians or Corinthians 

8.       Peter or 1
st
 John. 

9.       Titus or 1 Timothy? 

10.     Judges or Kings? 
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 Which book comes first in the bible ?  

Answers on page 5 

Prayers for Eden Baptist Church 

As part of the Canadian Baptists of Norfolk we are asked to pray for a different church each 

month. In January we are praying for Eden Baptist Church. Here is a brief description. 

 “We are small in numbers but big in heart.   Andrew Brndjar is our interim Pastor, along with Rev. 
Peter Black doing the service once a month.  We are excited this month because on January 15th,  
eight new people become members  of Eden Baptist Church. So pray that they grow stronger in 
their faith and are willing to serve the church .  Also pray that we can reach out to younger fami-
lies and begin a Sunday School program again. “ 

Eden is located south of Tillsonburg.  

 

Canadian Baptists of Norfolk (CBON) is an association of 13 Baptist churches in Southern Ont.  
This month Delhi Baptist is praying for FBC Simcoe. 

CBON Vision Statement                 

Every church participating.  

Each church growing. 

CBON Mission 

Statement 

To support, equip 

and empower our 

member churches to 

fulfill Christ's man-

date; and to repre-

sent their common 

interests 
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Haiti Relief will assist a pastor and his church community in Haiti . Rev. 

Belad Thierry was the guest speaker at our church this sum-

mer. Members of our church travelled to Haiti in January  

2012  to meet and assist the community.   

Since then there have been consistent setbacks from natural disasters and 

from corrupt government.  He was denied fi-

nancial support for his mission unless he is will-

ing to give up the deeds to the land.  

Christmas Eve Offering  $ 1316.20 to  Riversyde 83 and Haiti mission 
Riversyde 83 is a building that has been purchased in 

Simcoe by Church Out Serving (COS) . It will be reno-

vated and repurposed into a community food centre. 

It will become a gathering place for people of all ages to meet, relax, have a 

coffee, and learn about food and delicious ways to prepare it.. Plans include:                                                                                                                                                

 A community teaching kitchen  

 A café 

 A marketplace to showcase local produce 

and artisans 

 An information centre 

 A community meeting place 

The purpose of Riversyde 83 is to improve access and affordability of local produce to all, by 
working with partners in the farming community, churches, and service agencies in order to 
bridge gaps, offering help and hope.  Any donations to this project are welcome.   

Rev. Belad 

Thierry 

Serving Others  - A Youth Group Field Trip to London 

The FBC youth group has as one of its focuses to be involved in serving 

others.  

The youth group and leaders went on a field trip Friday Jan. 6th to tour  

a homeless shelter in London.  

They also visited some park areas where the homeless frequent.  

They hope for learning and understanding as they serve others. They 

made bagged lunches to take and distribute.  Thank you to those who  

donated things such as blankets, socks,  and Tim Horton Gift Cards.  

Thank you for your prayers for safety and wisdom.  

Watch for more details in the next newsletter ! 



Welcome Darrell and Laura Maguire !  
 

Darrell and Laura have purchased a house in Simcoe and moved 

here in November.  

They have left the hustle and bustle of Toronto for the suburbs 

of Simcoe.  Laura is now working in the office of a chiropractor 

here in Simcoe. Darrell is our new full -time minister.  

Darrell and Laura are looking forward to being closer to their son 

Joshua who is married to Sandra and lives in Simcoe. Their 

daughter Rachel is married to Jordan and lives in Brantford.  

Darrell enjoys fishing.  He describes himself as an extrovert, who loves 

interactions with people.  Social settings give him energy !  

Darrell and Laura are familiar with this area as they previously owned and 

operated a Christmas tree farm near Selkirk that included a bed and 

breakfast, greenhouses, and many other farm related activities.    

Laura and Darrell Maguire  

 Trivia Answers (from page 3) 

1.       Mark 

2.       Timothy 

3.       Ruth 

4.       Isaiah 

5.       Ezra 

6.       Nehemiah 

7.       Corinthians 

8.       Peter 

9.       Timothy 

10.   Judges 
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Needed ! 

Can you help with Sunday worship ?  

 Power point operator 

 Sound system operator 

 Nursery  

 Nursery helper 

 Godly Play Usher or Greeter 

We are now making the schedule for February, 

March, April and May.  You will be scheduled         

approx. once per month.  Please contact Janet            

Dickson or Wendy Freeman to find out more.   

The Deadline  for this schedule is J anuary 19th 

Fiona Duthie in 

the nursery 



Photo Gallery  
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Braeden, Angela and 

Emma Hill 
Nancy Carroll and Julie 

Forde  

Carolyn Anderson and 

Sue Ferguson rehearse 

for worship 

Janet Dickson, Jim Carroll 

and Mark Rapley present a 

skit about worship 

Sue Ferguson and Carol 

Porter 

Carol Hoover, Wendy 

Freeman and Floyd 

Feere 

Marianne Irvin (centre) with 

grandchildren Alana (L) and 

Lyla ( R) McKinlay 

Levi Broughton, Jude Guthrie, 

Landon Harvey and helper   

Stephen Squires 

Alex and Jude  

Choir members Ruth Haviland, 

Liz Gracie, Laura Maguire and 

Barb Crabb 

Levi Broughton, helper  

Madison Reid, and Sophia 

Duthie 



 

By Appointment -by Bd of Managers     

Church Treasurer:     Wendy Freeman  

Envelope Steward:     Jay Hoover              

Head Teller:             Gina Feere                

Custodian:        Don Louks                     

 

By Appointment - by Bd of 

Deacons  

Music Director:    Jim Carroll  

Board of Deacons                         

(spiritual care)  

John Wallace, Martin Williams,                  

Carol Hoover Jim Carroll, Rick Bridge,            

Barbara Crabb  

 

Board of Managers                      

(finances and property)  

Steve Brightman, Eva Dixon, Brent McKay,            

John Dickson, Patrick Forde, Shirley Cookson  

Christian Education Committee              

(learning activities)  

The Board of CE has become a        

committee of the Board of Deacons  

Kimberly Jamont, Jim Carroll, Rick 

Bridge, Cheryl Harvey, Carolyn Bridge  

Nominating Committee                 

(recognizing gifts in leadership)  

John Wallace, Jay Hoover, Grant     

Irvin, Cathy Davidson,  Eva Dixon,       

Jim Carroll  

Church Clerk: Ruth Anne Earls     Assistant: Carolyn Anderson  

Communion Stewardess:    Eva Dixon  

Norfolk Assoc. Rep.:  Steve Brightman  

Auditor:   Millard, Rouse & Rosebrugh  

Chairman of Ushers: Edgar Roberts, Jay Hoover  

Trustees:  Shirley Grummett, Tom Harvey, John Wallace  

Church Historian: John Wallace, Assõt: John Paul Stewart  

Music Committee:  Janet Dickson, Marianne Irvin  

               Choir Rep. TBA         Deaconsõ Rep. TBA 

Caring Cupboard:    Barb Shepherd  

CBOQ Link:     Jay Hoover                                                       

Hospitality: Grant and Marianne Irvin                                                     

Board of Liaison                

Chair : Jay Hoover  

Church Boards, Officers and Committees for 2017 

The following people were nominated and voted in as church officers for 2017. 

Thank you to all those who serve and make decisions on our behalf.  

P A G E  7  



P A G E  8  

Each family received 

non-perishable food  

Present Wrapping !  

On Dec. 20, volunteers met to sort,  

wrap and deliver presents, food 

and knitted items to 

the local Women’s 

shelter. Thanks to all 

who helped ! 

Emma Carroll and friend 

Connor Sheppard and 

Jim Carroll 

Cindy Rapley and 

Julie Forde 

Carol Hoover and 

Carolyn Bridge 

Wray Knox and Cyn 

Cronkwright 
Carol Porter 

Laura and Darrell 

Maguire 

Rick and Carolyn Bridge 

sort the knitted items 

Marie Knox 

Thanks everyone ! 

Organizers Cindy 

Rapley and Nancy 

Carroll 

Photos by Jim Carroll and Wendy Squires 
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January Birthdays !!! 

January Anniversaries 

Jen and Rob Ackland 

 

Let the church office know if we have 

missed your birthday or anniversary 

June Roberts 

Shirley Cookson 

Keith Ellis 

Sihler Baldock 

Marjorie Porter 

Floyd Feere Jr. 

Connie Brown 

Jim Carroll 

Lauren McKay 

Shirley Hampson 

Eva is in Africa ... 
 
Please pray for Eva Dixon who is in Africa from December 
30 to February 1st.  We look forward to hearing about 
Godôs work when Eva returns. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS ! 
Deborah Ellis, young adult author, and philanthropist has 

been named to the Order of Canada.  

The presentation will be in Ottawa as part of the 150th an-

niversary celebrations.  

Her much-lauded book, The Breadwinner, is recom-

mended reading for students in Canada, the U.S. and 

Europe. The story about a girl living under the Taliban re-

gime in Afghanistan is being turned into an animated film.   

The Order of Canada is considered one of the country’s 

           highest civilian honours.     Congratulations Deb ! 

Deborah  

Ellis 

Congratulations to Lauren 

McKay who has been awarded 

the Cowin scholarship of 

$7500 and a chance to study 

for one term at Bond University 

in Australia. Lauren’s family 

travelled with her at Christmas 

break for a family vacation and 

to see her settled.  

Lauren is in her second 

year of a health          

sciences degree at 

Western University. She 

will be in Australia from 

January to April and 

then plans to stay for 

an extra month or so. 

She looks forward to this new experience and 

telling us of her adventures when she returns. 
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Contributing Writers: as listed 

Layout Design: Janet Dickson 

Production and Distribution: Eva Dixon 

First News is a monthly publication   

intended to communicate events and 

news of our church family.  If you have 

something to add or a suggestion for 

the newsletter, please email the church   

>>>  firstbaptist@kwic.com 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

129 Young St. at Talbot St. 

Simcoe, Ontario 

N3Y 1Y8 

Phone: 519 426-3273 

Email: firstbaptist@kwic.com 

www.simcoefirstbaptist.ca 

Opportunities for everyone  

A Community Meal 

ANNUAL REPORTS 

All groups, boards and committees 

need to submit a report on their  

activities during 2016. These reports 

may be emailed, handwritten or 

typed. Please get them to the office 

by January 8 .  

Discussion and projections for 

the next year will happen at 

the annual meeting on       

Sunday Feb 10th 

All are invited to attend.  

    

 

 

 

Please come and help us welcome the community to 

share a meal. We always need people to serve, clean 

up and prepare food.  

4th Monday of each month  

Tax Receipts for2016... 

 are now available in your church mailbox 

in the narthex of the sanctuary.  

See Jay Hoover 519 426 1616  if you have 

any questions. 

Another way to stay in touch !           

ñLikeò the First Baptist Simcoe facebook page 

NEWé our own FACEBOOK PAGE ! 

Baptism and                   

Membership at FBC 

Are you interested in being     

baptized or in becoming a        

voting member of                      

First Baptist Church?  

Speak to Darrell to find out 

more. 519 426 3273 
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Mark Rapley recently graduated from Guelph University with a degree in  

English and Philosophy. He has attended First Baptist Church, Simcoe since 

he was a child. Mark is a public speaker, writer and musician. Mark now lives 

and works in Simcoe. 

 

L ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 5ŀǊǊŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ [ŀǳǊŀ aŀƎǳƛǊŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ 
light of yet more violence around the world during the final two weeks of 2016, I feel compelled to use this 
column for another purpose. My apologies to you, Darrell and Laura, and please read February. 
 
 2016 is gone. We close the book on a turbulent 12 months, both here in 
our church and in the wider world. We witnessed what will undoubtedly be re-
counted to the next generation as a very grim year. 
 
 And so what is to be done? 2017 beckons, and here I am, presumptu-
ously telling you how to handle your affairs. I present my own personal goals for 
2017. They are all suitably abstract so that I can reasonably claim partial completion of one of them as a 
goal achieved. 
 
 First, do not be afraid of that which appears different or unfamiliar. 
 Second, do not grieve too much for what has been lost. Remember it, but do not lose yourself in 
wishing it back. 
 Third, take risks when the circumstances favour them. 
 Fourth, be kinder. 
 Fifth, do not close your eyes to what is around you. 
 
 What can we hope to learn from a year of such tragedy? How can we respond to the farce unfold-
ing south of the border? 
 
 We can remember our perseverance. We can stand up for the good things in this world, and add 
our voice to the calls for justice, equality, peace, and love. 
 
 9ŘƳǳƴŘ .ǳǊƪŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά!ƭƭ ǘȅǊŀƴƴȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀ ŦƻƻǘƘƻƭŘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǎƛƭŜƴǘΦέ 
 
 Do not remain silent. If you do nothing else this year, speak up 
where you would not have, watch what you would have turned from, listen 
where you would have covered your ears, and make it your own personal 
business to end suffering, poverty, hunger, hatred, and all other evils when-
ever, wherever, and by whatever means you can. 
 
 Do not stand by and let the good in the world be shouted down, 
stamped on, and extinguished.  
 
 In 2017, do good. We owe it to those coming after us. 
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